Application of streptokinase in peripheral vascular thromboembolism.
To assess the efficacy of and the complications associated with streptokinase in clinical use, we administered this drug prospectively to 9 patients with thromboembolism of the peripheral vessels from August 1984 to January 1987. The involved vessels included the renal artery, superior mesenteric artery and vessels of the lower extremities. During the course of treatment, thrombin time (TT), prothrombin time (PT), and partial thromboplastin time (PTT) were monitored regularly. Complications such as fever, chills, liver function abnormalities and hematuria were managed effectively. One patient experienced anaphylactic shock and required immediate discontinuation of streptokinase. Good results were obtained in all other patients. According to the results of our study, streptokinase offers the advantages of rapid lysis and complete resolution of clots in peripheral thromboembolic disease. The complications can be minimized if clinical and laboratory responses are monitored appropriately and patients are carefully selected.